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Godliness profitable unto all men. 


his religious sentiments be what they may, who 
will not admit the fact,” that we are- required to 
(fear God; but. it should be remembered, that 
we are required to fear him, not p36 nay a SCr- 
videly, but with that *fear* which is * the beginning 
of wisdom.*” And we would wish to have it un- 
pressed on the mind, also, that *wisdom' is the re- 
ward of * fearing God, We havye not to look be- 


{ yond the confines of this present life, in order to 


is the man that feareth 'Lord, that deli teth discover the advan of fearing God, or of 

tly in bis commandments ; Ts od Sell te res keeping his commandments ; for we find those 

.; the generation of the upri ohall be advantages in the on of *wisdom, and of 

; and riches shall be in his and | *a good understanding.” Besides, the declaration 

his arrears RY | _ 0 a9: 575 of the Psalmist is, © Blessed is'—not will be— the 

there I darkness ; is ; 1 

full of comparinn, and thrinoors 3 © good man ebeyerth OO TY Oe GEO Ty 
favor, and lendeth; he will guide bis affairs with. dis- | 22 215 comman nts. x 

cretion ; surely be sball not be moved forever; the right- The Pealmist furthermore says,— His s8eed 

eous shall be in everlasting remembrance; he shall not | shall be mighty upon the earth ; the generation of 


be afraid of evil tidings ; his heart is fixed, trusting mn 

the Lord.* Ps. cxii, 1—7. 

The Pealmist, in the verses we have now 
read, has given us a very striking and beautiful 


description of a good man, and of the many and| 


great advantages which he obtains, in consequence 
of his goodness. And we think we cannot occupy 
the time allotted for our present discourse in a 
more profitable manner, than in presenting to your 
view gome few of those advantages, and in re- 
commending the practice of those virtues, which 
constitutes the happingss and character of the man 
described. Happy will it be for us, if the descrip- 
tion awakes in us a desire to imitate his character 
and produces an unwavering resolution to follow 
his example. 

Before, however, we attend particularly to the 
gubject proposed, it may not be amiss in us to ob- 
8erve, that the Pealmist does not speak of any ad- 
vantages to be derived from the practice of virtue, 
which are not of a temporal nature, and to be &n- 
Joyed in-the present state of our existence, We 
make thisTemark, because, while much has been 
done to set forth the blessings to be enjoyed, in 
another state of being, in consequence of our vir- 
tuous or religious conduct in 


. 


intelligent 


= will not. only feel the effects of his virtuous 
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the upright shall be blessed.” 

It has been said, we believe—and it is undoubt- 
edly a fact—that man is an iaitative being. You 
generally find his character and conduct very 
nearly 'resemble the character and conduct of 
those, with whom he associates. Hence the well 
known adage, *a man is known by the company 
he keeps. Hence, too, it is a matter of 8ome con- 
gequence,—particularly with those who are JOung, 
and just entering upon the active 8cenes of life, — 
to be exceedingly careful whom they select for 
their intimate friends and associates. Undoubted- 
ly, there has been many a young man, of fine 
US 0 RY P ts, who has been 

wn into the vortex of dissipation and ruin, b 
the evil example and influence of, vicious and prof- 
ligate as8ociates. How important it is, then, that 
young persons, of both sexes, should pause 'and 


' consider, before they select their intimate friends * 


and confidential as80ciates ; and more important 
still, that they should be slow in giving up those 
whom they have long tried and found to be farth- 
ful, in the vain hope of obtaining better and more 
trusty ones. We would say to them, in the lan- 
guage of the Poet, 
"© The friends thou hast, and their adoption tried, 
Grapple them to thy soul with hooks of steel.* 
Let them not be abandoned, till they have proved 
themselves, by their conduct, unworthy of the 
confidence din them. - TURES 
- But if it be One pagnt virtuous aS80Ci- 
ates, 80 that the 1 e of their example shall be 
salutary, how much more i it is, that 
fathers and mothers should be exer , 80 that 
they may exert a good influence over ' chil- 
dren. I is in -- FEE the bene! 
which « good example ie head of a family may 
pe Sand th | _ 


which mby result from it to the rising generation. 


conduet, but he will ee its effects, als6, 
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character and reputation of his children z and, 
in this way, he will be doubly rewarded. ' Indeed, 
there lives not a father on the face of the earth, 
who. deserves the name of father, whose good ex- 
ample has exerted a good influence on the conduct 
of his children, who has not, even in that circum- 
stance, been amply rewarded for his goodness. 
Let it not be 8a1d, then, that the righteous are 
not recompensed in the earth. 

But the Pealmist proceeds and 8ays,— wealth 
and riches shall be in his house; and his righte- 
ougness endureth forever.' 

It is not always the case, we must admit, that 
the upright, the virtuous, the good, possess super- 
abundant * wealth and riches; but, as a gen- 
eral thing, they'have enough, and something to 
gpare for the destitute and needy. It is very sel- 
dom the case, that an industrious and prudent 
man,—a man of temperate habits and healthful con- 
stitution, and ST + reasonably religious. man z 
feels the inconveniences and evils of poverty, or 
the anxieties and vexations of want. In s8ome 
cages, indeed, providence may 8eem. to frown on 
all his undertakings, and, though aiming to-do 
what 18s right, and all he can, he is nevertheless 
unsuccessful in his. efforts to obtain a generous 
living, and sometimes, perhaps finds it difficult to 
meet and satisfy the demands of an unvitiated and 
moderate appetite. But guch cases very- 8eldom 
occur; and when they do, the evil they occa- 
810n 8eems nearly to be counterbalanced by the 
Spontaneous and generous sympathy, which they 
every where call forth. As a general thing, 
therefore, it may in truth be said of the good man, 
* wealth and riches shall be in his house.' 

If, however, in the course of providence, and.in 
temporal concerns, the good man experiences 
adyerse fortune, and is compelled to hold conflict 
with repeated disappointments, there is one thing 
of which he cannot, be deprived. * His righteous- 
ness endureth forever.” In his moral and reli- 
glous character, he has laid up an invaluable trea- 


. Sure, which adversity can neither destroy nor im- 


pair, and which, in all th changing scenes of his 
mortal existence, will afford Kick gupport - and 
strength, which the world. can neither give nor 
take away. Of this, it is not possible to rob him; 
and, with this, in the lan e of the wise man, 
we may in truth 8ay, *in his house there is much 
treasure.” ; 

In the next verse of our text, the Psalmist de- 
clares, * unto the upright there ariseth light in the 
darkness;; he is gracious, and full of compassion, 
and righteous.” » PMA 

The. intelligent and discerning- man, in his in- 
tercourse with the world, has, undoubtedly, in ma- 
ny instances, seen the fact clearly and fully illus- 
trated, that *unto the upright there eB light 
in the darkness.* Yea, we may 8uppose that you 


haye all seen it illustrated, in more cases than one, | 


and. are perfectly satisfied of its correctness an 


importance. You have 8een the man of business, | sec 
undoubtedly, who has obtained the reputation. of |'i 
and who| 
intrigue 


being honest and upright in his dealin 
has never been detected in practices of : 
and deception, become, by untoward” circum- 


fore him, You have een. him, perhaps, 
over tne pecuut | 
aurs, and exerting every faculty of the mi 


. 


al 
he 


to avert, or mitigate, the dreadful calamity, 

wr (h wn he Hug the cage, must inevitably come 
n_ him, and perhaps upon. a numerous family. 
Put you have seen light arise in the midst of this 
darkness, and, by unexpected occurences and cir- 
cumstances, the impending evil has been averted. 
His friends, knowing his integrity and upright- 
ness, having often tested the strength of his mor- 
rinciples, have come forth, and given bim a 
oh hand, and generously rendered him all 
the as81stance he could desire. By this means, he 
has been enabled to overcome his embarrass- 
ments, and a way has been unexpectedly but 
effectually opened, for the future 'support and 
prosperity of himself and family. Surely, then, 
© unto the upright there ariseth light in the dark- 


\ness ; and one of the best reasons, we can assign 


for it is, because *he is gracious, and full of com- 
passion, and righteous.” Whoever is © gracious 
and full of compassion* to others, will generally 


find others moyed by the same spirit and feelings, 
1n their conduct towards him. 


| 


| 


with discretion,—that is to Say, 


. = 7 


s embarassed inhis pecuniary concerns, and 
fnfull approdonsir in view of the prospect be-| ri Il 
| Co ding | This, also, is. an 
uliarly from his 


Slarming gitution of his af: from bis goodnoas, Amida the Aluotuat 
mind and | and changes. of the world, 8ustaine 
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But the P8almist furthermore remarks; * A good 
man 8showeth favor, and lendeth; he 'will guide 
his affairs with discretion.” 

To be ever ready and willing to render one's 
friends and acquaintances, or even one's enemies, 
8uch fayors as they may need, or s8uch as can be 
rendered without mjury to one's self, is certainly 
a very desirable_ disposition; and happy is the 
man, who, in truth, can claim it as his own. There 
is great, satisfaction in being able to render as- 
8Iistance to those who need it ; and ater 8tall, 
in having the disposition to de 80, It is. an un- 
questionable fact, that, in all cases, *the giver is 
more blessed than the receiver; and it. will not 
be denied, that there is greater pleasure in doing 
fayors for others, than in having. favors done for 
us. If we can assist, any of our friends, it certain- 
ly affords us more happiness, more real and sub- 
stantial enjoyment, -than it does to be assisted b 
them. 'The *good man, who therefore, *showe 
favor and lendeth,” finds in the course of conduct 
he pursues an abundant recompense of reward. 
But if he did not find it in this way, he may only 
have cast *his bread upon. the waters,” to * find it 
after many days.” | | : 

The *good man, also, *will guide his affairs 
will be punc- 
tual, and discriminating, and exercise his-judg- 
ment, in whatever he undertakes: to git 
and in all his concerns, In bestowing fayors, 
even, he will endeavor to act wisely, and see that 
there 18 a IK aj Fe of accomplishin 
the good. intended, . 'He. will see that his affairs 
do not suffer by inattention, by being neglected 
and forgotten, and will use all lawful and laudable 
means to promote his prosperi 1 
every one will perceive, 
nSequence 0 


Psalmist, *he ghall 
hteous shall be in, 
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done what his 


_ed by » congciousnees of having done oo 
— mly fixed .and: feels 8ecure.' 


e is not moved, even when the moral and politi- 
cal elements are in fearful commotion around him, 
and when the hurricane of religious strife threat- 
ens to prostrate all that is fair and beautiful be- 
fore it. No, in the _—_ of our text, *he shall 
not be moved forever. hough bereayements 
and afflictions, in their worst ' forms, may come 
upon him, and press heavily upon his spinits, still 
he shall stand 8ecure, and bid defiance to their 
desolating power. *He g8hall come to his grave in 
a full age, ike as a shock of corn cometh in due 
geagon.' And then, as a preciqus memento of de- 
Foy ww worth, * he shall be in everlasting remem- 

rance,? hk | | 
But the P8almist declares, furthermore, *He 
shall not be afraid of evil tidings ; his heart is fix- 
ed, trusting in the Lord.” | 

'To against the evils of life, and to fortify 
our minds agaanst the inroads and encroachments 
of fear, are certainly desirable objects, and should 
claim the attention of all classes of the mane 
In this world, we may not expect to live entirely 
aloof from the evils that eurround us, and escape 
all the dangers, to which flesh and blood are con- 
stantly exposed. It becomes therefore a question 
of paramount importance, in what way can we best 
guard against those evils, or prepare ourselves to 
meet. them, if, in the event of providence, they 
must come upon us? 

In answering this question, we may present 
again to your view the good man, of whom we 
have 8poken, and-of whom it is said, © He 8hall not 
be afraid of evil tidings.” When alarm an& con- 
sternation pervade the community, and when * evil 
tidings' are [uns nj from place to place, the up- 
right man, the temperate man, the prudent man, 
the good man, feels not those distressing appre- 
henslons and terrors, which fill the' mind of one of 
an ng amany character. And the reason is, because 
* his heart is fixed, trusting in'the Lord. He 
knows that everything is under the supreme guid- 
ance and; control of an Almighty -and infinitely 
wise Being; and therefore, whatever comes to 
1 regard-as conducive to the welfare 
and happiness of the inteligent creation. And, 
this being the case, he will not suffer his mind to 
be unreasonably and unnecessarily disturbed, 
when * evil tidings? are circulated, or even, when 

palling ers are clustering thick around him. 
_ his confidence in God, he will calmly 
and patiently submit to all his dispensations, and 
acknowledge the rectitude of all his ways. 

To possess and exercise the confidence of 


which we have now spoken, is, at the present 


time rathogonaabiy Hacenapry and 


portant. nao a1) Bac 


e 


' have been recently 


been called, the cholera, 


through the 


'| a zest to our 
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on this subject ; but to think coolly, calmly, dis- 
passionately and candidly. Tt is not well to be- 
come excited upon it ; for excitement, of whatever 
kind or character, predisposes the human system, 
it is 8aid, to receive it. Cheerfulness, indeed, is 
recommended as one of the surest preventives 
against its attacks ; but there is a vast difference 
between cheerfulness and excitement. Indeed, 
it 8eems to be the opinion of all, that cheerfulness, 
cleanliness and temperance, are the three eggen- 
tial things to be practiced, im order to render 
one's gelf less liable to its attacks, and less liable 
to be fatally attacked. If therefore, we were to 
detain you long, on this subject, we could do no 
more than to point out the importance, and ear- 
nestly recommend the practice, of these virtues. 

But there is one thing, against which we feel it 
to be our duty, to 8peak with great plainness and 
earnestness,—and that is, against indulging un- 
necessary and nseless fears. If your hearts are 
fixed, trusting in the Lord, you need © not be/afraid 
of evil tidings,” or fear that all things will not be 
wisely and properly arranged. ou need not 
fear a 8udden outbreaking of the disease in this 
place; and we are confident, that if its course 
8hould be turned hitherward, the pubhc mind will 
become less agitated, as it becomes more acquaint- 
ed with its nature and character, and as it be- 
comes nfvre familiar with its remedies. Let me 
then caution you, my hearers, against indulging 
any alarming apprehensions, or suffering your 
minds to be agitated by vain and useless fears. 

In the case of this disease, and its almost mys- 
terious operations, we find a very forcible illustra- 
tion of one of the advantages which a virtuous 
course of conduct. obtains over one of an opposite 
description. It is universally admitted, that it 
8eizes, with unyielding grasp, the dissolute and 
the dissipated, while its attacks upon the virtuous 
and 'the temperate, comparatively speaking, are 
rare, and not always fatal. Vice, qpmc>5 ot 
dissoluteness, and every species of wickedness, 
exhausts and impairs the human constitution, and 
thereby renders it the more 8usceptible and certain 
of being attacked- by the disease, and of falling 
its victim. And the same may be said of every 
gpecies of unnatural excitement, whether it be of 
a political, religious, or of any other character. 
And, from these circumstances, it may be infered, 
that the © wicked are recompensed in the earth.” 

Let me close this discourse, my hearers, by 
recommending to your notice the character of the 
good man, of whom we have a description in our 
text. Place him before the mind's eye, and en- 
deavor to let your conduct, in every respect, cor- 
respond with his. By s doing, you will reap 
those rich rewards, which constituted his happi- 
ness on earth ; and, when your mortal career shall 
be ended, those who 8hall survive the event of 
your dissolution, shall hold your name and virtues 
1n-everlasting remembrance. 


CONSOLATORY INFERENCES DRAWN 
FROM PRESENT AFFLICTIONS. 
Knowledge is essential to our happiness, We 
need it. in the day of prosperity ; for then it gives 
| rational pleagures ;—we need it in the 
hour of adversity ; for then it renders affliction 


 s8lutary, and 0 igates the sorrows of the heart. 


1Tt is, we may eafely conclude, an error, to guppose 
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that ignorance will render the heart proof against 
gorrow ; for though the roar irwekdo yer non 
tivated mind, may feel, less sensibly, the weight 
of its afflictions, it has less strength to bear up 
under them ;—in whatever light we view it, we 
cannot covet its insensibility—we deprecate the 
darkness that broods over its dormant faculties, 
and ardently desire the benign light of truth, to 
break in upon our understandings, that it may ex- 
pose and drive away the phantoms which form a 
frightful congregation from the centre to. the cir- 
cunference of unenlightened vision. 

Of all knowledge, that which relates to God, 
his character, his purposes, his goodness, his love, 
his boundless grace, is the most desirable, in- 
asmuch as it conduces most materially to our hap- 
piness. 'This is that knowledge with which the 
dearest interests of our 8ouls stand intimatel 
connected. For this embraces that truth whic 
imparts s8alvation to the soul; and introduces us 
into & new and delightful state of being, and en- 
joyment. 

We must be brought to a knowledge of the 
truth, or we cannot be 8aved—1. e. we can in no 
other way be 8aved from the blighting influence 
of those evils which are are in the world—we can 
in no other way be delivered from that fear which 
hath torment. Knowing this, our heavenly Fa- 
ther has wisely ordained certain sure and benevy- 
olent methods for communicating information to 
our-minds ; and those methods are wonderfully 
adapted to the condition and capacities, of his 
suffering children. 

Sometimes: he reads us lectures of heavenly 
wisdom from the volume of nature. He speaks 
of his goodness, in those _ which are provi- 
ded for oe wants of every living thing 
—of his wisdom 1n the admirable mechanism of 
the universe—of his power, in the magnitude of 
worlds—of his mercy, in the adaptation of every- 
thing to the convenience of his creatures—of his 
love, in the constant exercise of impartial kind- 
ness, He inspires us with confidence by the 8uc- 
ces81on of seagons—he fills us with admiration and 
reverential love, by causing the charms of spring 
to succeed the dreariness of winter—he sends us 
8eed-time, and we rejoice—he gives us plentiful 
harvests, and we are glad—and thus, in a thousand 
ways, he affords us instruction,—even that which 
binds our souls to him by ties not easily broken ; 
and enables us, eyery day, and every hour of our 
lives, to hold a silent, but profitable communion 
with him, whom to know 1s life everlasting. 

But this is not all. - He has put into our hands 
the 8acred volume of divine truth, whose pages 
are replete with the lessons of infinite wisdom. 
In this blessed book we have many accounts of 
events in which the loye of God was conspicuously 
displayed. Here we read of his justice ; of his 
general and particular providence ; of the momen- 
tary guecess of the wicked, followed by a speedy 
overthrow ; of instances in which virtue suffered, 
for a time, and then triumphed gloxiously—s0 that 
one of his most devoted servants exclaimed, *I 
was young, but now1 am old; yet have I not seen 
the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread? | 

He has gone till further. Ever mindful of his 
covenant i8e, in due time he raised up his Son 
Jesus, and sent him to bless us. Tt was his divine 


ciated with the distressed, and kindly shared their 
8orrows ; he confronted the d, and. reproved 
their haughtiness ; he laid his Re gech, 
and healed them; he unfettered the mind, an 
get it free; and taught it to expand beyond the 
narrow limits which had been prescribed for it; 
and, finally, in closing his labors of love, he con- 
- 5g death,' and brought life and immortality to 
light. 

"N ow all these are 80 many legsons, calculated 
to make us wise, grateful, and happy. God has 
not waited to be gracious—he has sent the mes- 
sengers of his good will to those who are near, 
and to all who are afar off—they have come to us, 
laden with the fulness of the blessings of the gos- 
pel—they have laid down at the door of each heart, 
the endearing pledges of our Father's love, and the 
proofs of a common immortality, and now, (while 

rhaps we are unreasonably mnattentive to their 

d and importunate invitations) they we urging 
upon our consideration those divine realities, whic 
concern our everlasting peace. 

And it may be observed, in this place, that the 
instructive legsons to which I have alluded, are 
easily comprehended. 'The way-faring man, though 
unlearned, may read and unders them. 'The 
precepts of wisdom fall gratefully —_ the ear 
—the heart recognizes the voice of the heavenly 
Instructor, and acknowledges the importance. and 
the efficacy, of the truths which he discloses. 

These, however, are hut the rudiments of a re- 
ligious education. Such less0ns are best pongted 
to the condition and capacities of those who have 
not yet investigated the deep, and 8omewhat in- 
tricate evidences - of our Creator's love. There 
are other methods of communicating instruction, 
which lie within the veil of the' spiritual temple. 
God has seen fit to ordain that afflictio O8C 
events of life which are not—cannot be, for the 
-present, otherwise than grieyous, shall be the 
means of impressing-upon our minds such truths 
as it is necessary for us to know, and constantly to 
realize. | 

And it is the privilege of the -well-instructed 
christian, to give bis attention to the afflictive dis- 

nsations of a holy Providence, that he may draw 
from each and every event of this kind, not only 
the consolation which he may feel himself in need 
of, but also such inferences as shall afford joy un- 
gpeakable and full of glory. | 

The wise man speaks in reference to this duty. 
*My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, 
neither be weary of his correction ;'—here is the 
appropriate, and much needed, admonition of di- 
vine wisdom. As if it had been 8aid— You are 
ra in a world which abounds 1 Fs mer of the 

indness and protecting care of ; think not 
that the present life is an INS pane 
of enjoyment—think not that it would have been 
better, were it otherwise than it-.is. Andif amidst 
the gultitude of nyaniponts and pleasures which 
are scattered along in your path, you now and then 
meet with an affliction, think not that such an event 
would justify a withdrawal of your confidence in 
the protecting care of your heavenly Father. 
You have 8een how many of the adverse circum- 
stances of life, (which for a moment seemed-too 
great for human endurance) haye d to gue 

 dark- 


advantage—how 800n the cloud and- t: | 
disxpelled—how mildly the 8unbeams 


ness were 


of a serene and happy day shone- out uggn the 
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where all was gloom and. heaviness. And if 
your afflictions have not yet been turned to the 


best ;-or have not terminated as you 
think they o to have done, remember that you 
may not e to comprehend the deep councils 


of Infinity, or fathom the purposes of Benevolence. 
And, while cherishing « grateful sense of your 
obligations to God for his favors in times that are 
past, learn to wait, patiently, for the accomplish- 
ment of all that you desire; and endeayor to 'ac- 
quiesce in whatever may be thought best by that 
being who knows all thi and cares for all.” 

It strikes me that s8uch 1s a reasonable require- 
ment. '- Forit would seem, favored as we have 
been, and blessed as we now are, that we ought 
not, to despise the chastenings of the Lord, or be 
weary 'of his corrections. Most assuredly, we 
ought not to do thus, until we cody ore oe rn 


- | apathy up on Biny 4 ang. Fog 
orsaken us, or is disposed to afflict us unneces- 
garily. Pos nts Pena oomipon gong de rand fn 


the past—they are not to be found in the 

ent s8tate of our affairs—and we have no right to 
presume that the future will be any less propi- 
tious. 

These general reagons will be, in most cases, suf- 
ficient to reconcile the mind to the afflictive prov- 
idences of God; but there is a particfilar one, 
which will have—or at any rate ought to have, 
more weight than all others ; and that is' the rea- 
g0n mentioned in the which follows that 
above quoted. ' *Whom: the Lord loveth he cor- 
recteth, even as a father the son in whom he de- 
lighteth.” . 

Now this brings down to our comprehension, 
the motives by which the mind of the Almighty is 
influenced, whenever he suffers any affliction to 
come upon us. Any distressing -event that har- 
rows -up our 8ensibilities, or casts a gloom over 
our prospects, brings with its apparent evils the 
cons0olatory assurance, that it is ordained by that 
Being who regards us with the kindness of a r, 
and afflicts but to bless, 

It must be -observed, in the first place, that we 
are not, to consider the chastisgements of the Lord 
as pun inflicted by- a revengeful, and vin-. 


dictive Being, for no other, and no better 

than to let us know that he can punish, = that he 
delights in seeing us prostrate beneath his impend- 
ing vengeance. 


o 8uch thing. omployed to 
convey to our minds just ideas of all afflictions of 


cipline is necessary to render effectual ; 
and often correction is rar oy ge 7 to bring | 


| new display of 
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61 
and not 80ns.' And then he adds, 


ye 


yer. 11. *Now no c ing for the present is 
| joyous, hut Cerner afterward it 


yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby.” 

From this we learn, that the hand of mercy al- 
ways controls our afflictions, and that they are to 
be regarded as the tokens of beneyolence, rather 
than as the proofs of yindictiveness. 


\” in- 
stead of being disheartened, while ing un- 
der chastiszement, we should be. en and 


consoled with the reflection, that the-pain of heart 
now endured for a moment, will ultimately result 
to our ; and that, in every 'pang we 
feel, we have an evidence, not only that God 
loves us, but that we are his children—the objects 
of his never failing kindness. 

- It would be well for us, in our seasons of trial, 
if we could turn our thoughts to the sufferings of 
our blessed Savior. He did not need the cor- 
rections which God has geen proper to inflict upon 
the imperfect and disobedient ; but it was a part 
of his business to endure suffering and affliction 
that he might illustrate the virtue of resignation, 
and _—_— become our Pane in wn _. well as 
in other respects. y patiently submitting 
to all providential afflictions, he not only manifest- 
ed an obedient disposition, but - lighed his 
claim upon the divine title of the son of God. 

that you 8ee him, arraigned before the 
civil authorities—follow him to the place of exe- 
cution—see him raised upon the accursed tree— 
hear the railing of the infatuated multitude—and 
listen to his expiring. groans. *Pruly may it be 
8aid, in the language of the prophet, *He is des- 
pised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid, as it were, 
our faces from him; he was despised, and we es- 
teemed him not. Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our 8orrows: yet we did es- 
teem him smitten. of God and. afflicted. But 
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him ; and with his stripes we 
are healed.” | 
Should we now reason upon the gubject of his 
afflictions as we. gometimes do in relation to our 
own, we 8hould conclude that the Being who al- 
lowed him to be thus crucified and slain, had be- 
come his enemy, and delighted in looking down 
upon him by, he was suffering the pains of an 
ignominious death. But such a conclusion would 
be entirely erroneous. Not less 80 18 the su 
gl ;off that our trials and afflictions argue any de- 
fect, or deficiency, in the love of God. + 
This bein meet wot >" ans ks a the 
most profitable employment that we can engage in, 
study to turn our afflictions to the best possible 


re. | We shall gain nothing w-"*i7þ all 


much, if we neglect the admonitions of an ingeru- 
| providence. 


< —_— that, when one 
dear object of our affection has been taken away, 
all our ag arye he , 9 >88 are dried up, and that 
nothing is left to bind us to existence. t those 
who are deeply afflicted wait. patiently for 8ome 
divine benevolence—let them hope 

to find access. to 8ources of comfort, joy and con- 
8olation, of. which they have never. yet tasted— 


| and let them cherish the asgurance, that good will 
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. 


A bright and hap- 


et come out of ap 
J which now eeerms 


py day will guccee 

to be impenetrable z and the Sun of righteousness 

_ et irradiate © the valley of the shadow of 
eath.” | IN 

'Think of him who died for our sins. He expired 
in agony, and there appeared to be nothing to mit- 
igate the 8orrows' of his torn and bleeding heart. 

o human appearance the last hope had expired 
with the groan which announced that his spirit 
had de .- But, three short dayg had hardly 
elapsed, when he ——_— in trium He had 
conquered death, and brought life and namortali- 
ty to light. And then he entered into his rest— 
& risen, honored, and glorified Redeemer. 

So will it be with us, if we are faithful to our- 
elves, and to the trust committed to our keeping. 
Our faith instructs us, that God will never leave 
nor forsake us. It points to regions beyond the 
_ and tells - _—_ there pr ering Father 

as prepared a place for us— a of God, a 
ks not andy with hands, eternal in the heay- 
ens.* And it teaches us; that there we shall meet 
with our departed friends, and enjoy their society 
forever. Andif these, and kindred considerations, 
are suffered to have their proper influence upon 
our minds, I doubt not that the benevolent purpose 
of our heavenly Father will receive an early ac- 
complishment in our reconciliation, and devout re- 
cognition of his love, in allthe events of life, and 
in all the provisions and blessings of a blissful 
eternity. L, $. E. 
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[For the Universalist.] 


SCRIPTURE PROPHECY. 


Mzessxs EpiTors :—I have'been gratified and 
instructed by the perusal of a new work lately 
published by the Messrs Harpers of New York, 
on the gubject of the © Evidence of the truth of 
the Christian Religion, derived from the literal 
fulfilment of ws cor”, &c. by Rev. Alexander 
Keith' of Scotland. 'This volume is replete with 
interesting and, I may add, invaluable matter, in 
defence and 8upport of Divine Reyelation,—much 
of which is furnished by the discoveries of modern 
travellers and historians,” 8uch as Volney and 
Gibbon. 'The evidence of 8uch unbehevers, un- 
willingly given against their own avowed eenti- 
ments, and in favor of the fulfilment of Prophecy, 
must be more conclusive than the testimony of 
believers, seeing the former is more disinterested 
than the latter. But it is not the object of the wri- 
ter to review the work in question, or 2OM- 
mend it in toto. On the contrary, I would wish 
to point out one or two instances where either a 
want of candor on the part of the author, or a set- 
tled bias in favor of that darling tenet of the mis- 
called orthodox school—of endless misery, or both 
these causes together, have operated to the con- 
cealment of the whole truth. 


On page 54 we read thus: © Besides: frequent th 


allusions un his discourses and : | 
—_ Th {Th ow 

at length by thre Vvange 
They are omitted by the Apostle John, in whose 
writings alone, from-the age in which he lived, 
their insertion would have been 8nspicious. They 


* Matt. xxi. 18, 19, 33; xxii. 1—7; xxy." 14—80. |} 


Mark xi. 12, 13-20 &c. Luke xiii. 6-9; xiv. 17, 24; 
xx. 9—19 ; xxiii. 27—81. ” FN TIO 


F 


the que 
wr nol f th gbove fer 
examination of the passages reter- 
red to, as. conveying the sentiments' of Christ 
© concerning Jerusalem' we find the following : in 
Matthew—the-cursed fig tree—the parables of the 
householder planting a vineyard—of the wedding 
' dinner, and of the unfaithful servant ; in Mark the 
withered fig tree ; in Luke, the parable of the fig 
tree—of the great gupper—of the unfaithful hus- 
bandman, &c. Your readers are doubtless aware 
that all these bles, which Mr. Keith says were 
gpoken in * rd Gy qrongarm ru trety = wag A 
very frequently quote our opponents in proo 
kde misery! Yet this author says these pre- 
dictions of  Christ were in answer'to the direct 
estions of his Uisciples, * when shall these 
ings be ? What be the-sign of them, and 
of parte of ay ph By And, as if he wes gn 
gomething which might bear against cree 
of his church, Mr. Keith, in his reference to the 


teeth! Now, no reason he, I 
last part of the ponent does not refer to Jerusa- 
lem as well as the first, except that it takes away 
one of the main props which support a totteri 
s8ystem. Again, the author refers to the 
chapter of Matthew, which contains the parables of 
the ten ney uns of the unfaithful servant, and of 
the sheep and goats, but limits his reference to 
the 30th verse, where the latter parable commen- 
ces. Now it is worthy of inquiry, why this limi- 
tation? Can it be supposed for a moment that 
our Lord would ide a matter relating to 
the destruction of Jerusalem into a discourse re- 
my the final *coming of the son of man” to 
ju 


one in its immediate 


WES OCT TURSCT  LOT) 
ALS 4X Ab. 


follo from the 34th chapter of Isaiah 11th to 
17th vyerses : | | 


dwell in it —It sball be a habitatio: dragons, 
and a court for owls: the wild beasts of the degert 
shall also meet with the wild beast of the island 
and the r (the hairy or rough A beg ne 
cry to his fellow ; the 8creech owl also rest 
there and find for herself a place of rest; * #* 
% ++ #% +*% 4F They 
from generation to generation shall they dwell 
therein.* Mr. Gy on adds thus : * po is 
the precinon of the prophecies, 80 remote are 

from all ambiguity of meaning, and 80 distinct 
are the events, which they detail, that it 1s almost 
unneccessary to remark that the different animals 
here enumerated were not all in the same man- 
ner or in the same degree, to be possessors of 
Edom. Some of them were to rest, to meet, to 


be gathered there,.the owl and the raven were to 
awoll in "og us to be a habitation for drag- 
ons ; while of the cormorant and bittern, 1t is. em-. 
phatically said that they were to possess it.” Our 
author thus proceeds through the five or 81x suc- 
ceeding pages of his work to prove that this 
prophecy. was literally fulfilled long since, and he 
2p 0987 in _ his attempt to. the satisfaction of 
every unprejudiced reader. In fact he proves that 
a variety of other predictions respecting Idumea, 
besides that just quoted, had their fulfilment in 
times already past, (8ee the whole article or Idu- 
mea 135,) And he well remarks that *the 
testimony of an infidel, (Volney) was the first to 
shew how it [the doom of Idumea] has been real- 
ized; that testimony, as forming the exposition 
of itself, may in a primary view of them be 
subjoined to the prophecies, and must have its 
dne influence on every unbiassed mind.% Now 
all this is well, but it does not go far enough. 
That of the. prophecy of Izaiah which is con- 
tained in the two verses. preceeding thos8 above 
quoted, Mr. Keith supposes, to: relate to. another 
matter! 'These verses read as follows: © And the 
streams thereof shall be turned into Pitch and the 
dust into Brimstone, and the land thereof 'shall be- 
come burning pitch. Tt sHALL NoT BE QUENCH- 
ED night nor-day: the smoke thereof shall go u 

FOREYER: from generation to generation 1t, s 

16 waste; none 8hall pass through it forever and 
ever.” Of the last clause our author,says ina 
note, —the first. of - these predictions is - conjoined 
ith others—the period of whose full completion 
he year of recompenses for the controversy of 
Zion—48 yet to.come.? Strange indeed that the 
last part of the prediction should. be completely 
fulfiled, and the, first-part should wait its full com- 
pletion in time yet to-come / But 80 it is, accor- 
ling to the candid judgment of this'ortho« 
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readers 


- 
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in the Ne ad- 


IN ing torments ont to q in 
"unending torn are W | 
proof of that awful sentiment—therefore it is, th: 


posses8- it forever ;| of 


y | that men of science and learning can re 


2- Wt would not answer for him- to say, that the pre- 
to diction was” Ire: dy' 11h eC > >eCIN it _ 
h. WW thence be inferred that the flames hall not be 
k- WW quenched,— the 8moke thi 

nt  ever,' &c, when applied to 

1e ful men, might-also be 


do not therefors- teach tho endless wufforing of 


a 
view just, presented of the unfairness of our re- * 


simple reflection that naturally arises from the 


10us opponents in their investigations of truth. 
ne extreme caution they manifest in evading 
every thing which goes to disprove' their favorite 
dogmas, clearly evinces that there is « great want 
among many of them ; and that very cau- 
tion is valuable testimony in favor of the doctrines 
they oppose,—for I cannot admit the supposition 
be as 
zgnorant of some of the leading truths of revelation, 
as might be inferred from their opposition thereto. 
I cannot hel aw upp. there their un Ng 
are 8ound, though I should thereby impeach the 
purity of their moral principles. IL. FP. W. A. 
BRIEF EXPOSTTOR. No. 2. 
© And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the sou]: but rather fear him which is able to de- 

8troy both soul and body in hell.” Matt. x. 28. 

These words are designed by our Lord and Sa- 
vior to give his followers ' boldness under the 
trials and persecutions which awaited them. Many 
were the disco nts which lay in their way 
and were calculated to make them apostatize from 
the true faith, and prove traitors to their Master. 
Both their magster and his cause were unpopular 
in the eyes of the world. If his disciples d 
the persecuting power of their enemies with: their 
lives, they were fortunate ; reproach the most bit- 
ter, and denunciations the most 8evere, were what 
they daily endured, 'Thus cireumstanced, our Sa- 
vior wished to encourage his followers, 80 that nei- 
ther dangers nor death should cause them to prove 
treacherous to the work in which they were enga- 

ed. In the context he admonishes them, when 

hey are persecuted in one city, to flee into another. 
hn, tg fye hall be hated of all men for my 
name's-sake.* But in the pas under consider- 
ation he 8ays; *fear not them which kill the body 
but are not able to kill the soul.? Here he alludes 
to the known weakness of their opposers ; when. 
they had exerted all their power, they could do 
no. more than kill the body. When they had pro- 
cured the death of thoge who were the objects 


apostles in hell? We presume this would not be 
pretended. John the Baptigt speaking to the Phar- 
18ees, 88id, © God is able of these stones to raise 


'up children unto Abraham.” Here John wishes 
'to set forth the 
reof shall go up for-|to.do. Christ informs us that he was a | 
he punishment of 8in- | to his Father and he should give him more than 
ited signification, and | twelve legions of angels ; and yet weare nottold 


wer of God; but we have no 
did, what John said he was 


#* 


= 
64 
that he ever did this. God was able to give Chriat 


more than twelve legions of 'angels—he was able | this 


of stones to raise up chi unto Abraham—and 

he was able to destroy the disciples of Christ, both 

zoul and body in hell ; but we have no authority 

os believing that he ever did, or ever will do ei- 
er. 

But 8upposing we allow that God will destroy 
gome mien, both soul and body in hell, does this 

rove their endless misgery? We think not. 
When a body is destroyed it does no exist. 'This 
none will dispute. And by the same reasoning 
we must s8ay, when & 80ul is destroyed it does not 
exist—and if a man is composed of 8oul and body, 
and both are destroyed, he is not endlessly miser- 
able, but annihilated, in every sense of the word. 

The original word which is translated 8oul in 
the text is, in other passages of scripture transla- 
ted life. The Greek word, psucken, which is the 
ceigiy inal word, is better translated than 80ul, 
and is 80 rendered by the best Greek- scholars. 
With this translation our text would read, * Fear 
not them who kill the body but are not able to 
kill the life, but rather fear him who is able to 
destroy both life and body in hell.” 

The original word, whick is here rendered hell, 
is Gehenna, the literal translation of which, our 
most resolute  opposers acknowledge to be the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, which was near the 
city Jerusalem, and was used by the Jews as a 
burying place; and in the time” of their destruc- 
tion they buried in this valley until their was no 
place to bury. The Jews were able to destroy 
the body of tho disciples in this ra but could 
do no more. But not 80 with God. He was able 
to end, forever end, both their body and life in 
Gehenna. | 

With these facts before us, we understand our 
Savior to 8ay to his disciples, do not fear those 
who can do no more than kill your bodies, 
but rather fear him who 1s able to destroy both 
your existence and your body in the grave, the 
valley of Hinnom, or Gehenna. As much as to say, 
man can destroy your bodies here, but cannot de- 
stroy 
_ rhaps the h b ' tering 

erhaps the hearer may object to our alteri 
the translation—but if 4 tak the text just as 
it now reads, it cannot prove endless misery ; it 
only proves that God is able to destroy man's 8oul 
as well as his body ; and what is destroyed is not 
gubject to torment. 

8 18 —_ to —_— e angry ems 3aMe. P! 
where he e body, m 5 and 
by rap frerrans, in the grave, is not this 


able to destroy the 'soul ? 

But the text as we 'have before observed does 
not 8ay what God will do, but what he is able to do. 
We perceive that God was able to save the disci- 
ples of Christ with an everlasting salvation, and 


, 


ceived from another, - 


your life hereafter—but God can destroy 


you will observe that | ti 
LCe 
ce that the grave is the hell in which he is of 


destroy any # qrurmoy Nov goul and _— 

but 1st. Paul 8ays it is God's will that all men 
should be sayed, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth. - And the prophet informs us that he 
does his whole will. Now as God is able to do all 
his will, and as his will is that all men shonld be 
8aved and come to the knowledge of the truth— 
we are compelled to believe, by the force of evi- 
dence, that all men will be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. B, W, 


of darkness to throw ou upon the deformity of 
vice, and to warn thee of the shoals and the quick- 
sands to which the frail bark of existence is con- 
stantly exposed. % 


tn respect of enjoyment, there is no comp i80N- 
between a fortune which a man acquires by well 
apphed industry,.or by a series of 8uccesses in his 
business, and one found in his possession, or re- 
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DEDICATION AND IN STALLATION . 


The Universalist Meeti in Taunton, Mass. was 
dedicated to the es of religious worship on Wed- 
nesday last, A. . op 

ORDER OF SERVICES. 
brides egy Bow or 
. F I. * * 3 Oo 
; Br. S. Streeter, of 
Malden. Con- 
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this we should rather believe he would do, than to "3; Mr. Roe 


believe that he would 
in hell. If a good pay 


gon either moet y wretched for life, or 


completely blessed and happy—3s there any doubt | 


which he would do? 
God may be able to annihilate eve 
the yniverse—to destroy them all, 


being in 
goul and 
body in hell—or he is able- to make all men holy 
and happy in his divine kingdom—he cannot do 


/ was able to make his' 


ETInSs 1 
In Shirley, Miss Mary E. Brown, aged 16 years. - 


f 4 — þ 


& 


L. W. KIMBALL;,\PRINTER.-" 


